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The Cross in Christianity
Cross in Christianity is depicted as a symbol of the instrument of the Jesus crucifixion. The word cross is associated with Crucifix which is normally the body of Jesus represented in three dimensions (McGrath 321). Cross is usually used across many religions especially Catholic and some protestant. There are two forms of the cross that is the Latin cross and Greek cross that is commonly used in the Christian religion. In this paper, we shall explore the evolution of Cross in Christianity and its' meaning in the Christian perspective. 
Scholars have researched that the use of cross began many centuries prior to the birth of Christianity. Cross is perceived to have originated from the ancient Babylonians afore its assimilations in other sections of the world such as Egypt, Latin, Greek, Syria, Mexico and India. The pre-Christian cross was formally used as an ornament or symbol of religion among the Europeans, Greeks, Persians, Syrians, Egyptians as well as some African regions. In most cases, the Cross was associated as a form of worship universally (Atitwa).
The two forms of the Pre-Christian cross are fylfot and tau Cross.  The tau cross was portrayed in Greek as letter T whereas the fylfot cross resembled four Greek capital letters G's which were placed together. Pagan initially used the Tau Cross and later it was adopted by the Egyptian Christians. The Christian cross has its roots embedded in ancient paganism. Use of Cross as a Christian symbol evolved after the era of Constantine which took place three centuries after the coming of Jesus Christ. Jesus' crucifixion and his death conferred new importance of the usage of Christian Cross among the Christian religion. Prior to the death of Christ on the Cross, the Cross was basically used secretly and its purpose was constrained. The usage of Cross was Christianity symbol was acknowledged after the Constantine.
In the present times, Cross as a symbol for Christianity is used universally, Churches that is Protestants and Catholic have the Cross carved, drawn, embedded or placed on the windows, doors, walls and tops of the buildings of the church. Christians across the world wear the cross as bracelets, necklaces, key chains rings among others. Moreover, in Catholics, the members make the Cross Sign when worshipping by touching their forehead, chest and they culminate by touching each shoulder. Most of the believers have the perception that the Cross sign is capable of protecting the believers from any form of harm and even driving evil spirits away. Some religions such as the Jehovah Witness do not acknowledge the Cross in worshipping God, it is perceived to constitute idolatry.  They believe that Jesus did not die on a two-beam cross rather on a single upright tree. 
Symbolic uses and meaning of the Christian Cross.
In the ancient nations, it was used to signify extra-spiritual. In Egypt, Cross was regarded as a symbol of eternal life and divinity. In Christianity, it is often used as a scriptural. The suffering brought about by crucifixion symbolized pain, burden-bearing and distress (Fahlbusch and Bromiley, 357). In Mathew 6:24, Jesus said to the disciples that whoever wants to be his true disciple must deny himself and take up their cross. This signified the suffering, sacrifices and persevering in Christ.  Apostle Paul uses Cross as a doctrine of atonement expressing the bond of the gentile and the Jew and between the Christ and the believers symbolizing sanctification (Laughlin, 10). Cross is used as an instrument of death and it was detested by the Jews. Galatian 3:13 exclaims that cursed is the person who is hanged on a tree. The tree represented the cross.
Cross is the primary symbol in the Christian religion in remembrance of the crucifixion of Christ Jesus and the redeeming merits of his dire passion and death. It denotes love to the whole world. Therefore, the cross is both the sign of Jesus Christ and the Faith of Christians. Making the cross sign in ceremonial is considered as an act of profession of a payer, dedication, faith or benediction. The devotion of Christian to cross is anchored on the victory of Christ over the power of death and his passion and perseverance in suffering which was a willful act of humility. 
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